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America’s Rural Free Delivery

by Nancy A. Pope
National Philatelic and Postal History Museum

In the late 19th century the majority of the
population of the United States lived in rural
areas. Inadequate mail service plagued most
of these roughly 30 million Americans, espe-
cially the farm families. At that time, the only
way that they could send or receive mail was
to travel to the nearest post office, quite pos-
sibly miles away. Because of the distances
involved, people often were limited to visit-
ing the post office only once or twice a week.

Over the years, many Americans began to
view mail service as an entitlement, expect-
ing mail service to be, just that, a service, not
abusiness. This attitude, while prevalent with
city dwelling, was not yet overly applicable to
the country’s rural areas. In fact, when the
idea of Rural Free Delivery (R.F.D.) began to
be discussed within the Post Office Depart-
ment and in Congress, fears that the concept
was financially unsound hindered the adop-
tion of such service. However, some rural
residents didn’t wait for the implementation
of Rural Free Delivery.

In 1868, one early experimental delivery
scheme involved Jerry Parsons. Six families
from the vicinity of Norwood, Georgia, hired
Parsons, a Black who could neither read nor
write, to carry their mail from the Norwood
post office. His delivery route began at 11:30
am. He would receive the mail from the local
postmaster, made up in bundles for each

family along the route and arranged in order.
Parsons made deliveries every day of the
year, except days when the post office was
closed. In addition to delivering mail, he also
collected mail and returned it to the post
office. His route covered approximately 10
miles. Inall, Jerry Parsons walked about 3,110
miles while serving as perhaps the nation’s
first rural mail carrier.

One of the nation’s most innovative Post-
masters General, John Wanamaker, sought to
create a free national rural delivery system in
the early 1890s. Wanamaker believed that the

Over the years, many Americans
began to view mail service as an
entitlement, expecting mail
service to be, just that,
a service, not a business.

department was not fulfilling its duty by
simply delivering a letter to an area to which
the addressee would have to come to collect
it. To his way of thinking, the rural dweller
paid the same rates of postage, and therefore
had the same right to the common postal
facilities that belonged to the inhabitant of the
city. There was apprehension about
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Wanamaker’s motives, as he himself stated,
such a service would “make thebusiness man
more prosperous and enterprising.” While
this was a valid evaluation of one of the
benefits of the service, many were suspicious
and accused Wanamaker of attempting to
crush country stores in order to create a
marketplace for the Wanamaker stores of
Philadelphia. Others, while not distrustful of
Wanamaker’s motives, found the idea for
such a service to be an object of ridicule,
askingif perhaps the government would next
be responsible for providing every farmer
with a free telephone and telegraph instru-
ment.

Once people saw the conven-
ience of the system, they became
determined to obtain it for
themselves.

There were those who found Wanamaker’s
ideas for Rural Free Delivery to be exactly
what they were searching for. Throughout
1891, the Postmaster General consulted with
the National Grange, Patrons of Husbandry,
National Farmers’ Congress and State Farm-
ers’ Alliances, finding them tobe unanimously
behind theidea. On October 1,1890, Congress
authorized Wanamaker to test the practica-
bility of extending free delivery to regions
outside the radius of larger offices. He began
experimental service in 46 communities. The
experiments took place between February 1
and September 3,1891.

On January 5, 1892, Congressman James
O’ Donnell of Michigan introduced A Bill to
Extend the Free Delivery System of Mails to Rural
Communities. The bill provided for a rural
delivery system similar to that provided today.
Congress, however, was unwilling to sanc-
tion the $6,000,000 price tag. Even an amend-
ment appropriating the sum of $100,000 to be
used in experimental delivery was rejected.

The following year, Congress approved a
bill creating rural mail service, and in March,
itpassed a $10,000 rider appropriation cover-
ing the cost of testing the service. But,
Wanamaker’s successor, Wilson S. Bissell,
rejected the idea, stating “the department
would not be warranted in burdening the
people with such a great expense.”

On March 1, 1895, William L. Wilson re-
placed Bissell as Postmaster General. Again
Congress approved an appropriation, this
time for $20,000. Wilson was skeptical and
declined to implement the scheme. His view
was that free rural mail service was “wholly
impracticable,” given the low funding pro-
vided. He believed that he had assumed
control of the postal system too late in the
fiscal year to take full advantage of theappro-
priation; but, said he was willing to try the
experiment if Congress would make a more
reasonable amount of money available in the
future. Congress responded with $40,000 the
following year. With the increase, Wilson
became convinced it was possible to test rural
delivery and this experiment began.

Wilson asked key members of Congress to
selecta county or a portion of a county in their
states where the new service might be tried.
He chose 44 widely divergent routes located
in 29 states. On October 1,1896, service was
inaugurated in Halltown, Uvilla, and Charles
Town, West Virginia, Wilson’s homestate. By
April 1, 1897, service was also established in
Hope, Indiana; Clarkesville, Arkansas; China -
Grove, North Carolina; Tempe, Arizona;
Opelika, Alabama; Brunswick, Maine;
Farmington, Minnesota; Campbell, Califor-
nia; and North Yakima, Washington. Experi-
mental service at Climax, Michigan, began on
December 3, 1896. The grateful residents
erected the nation’s first monument in honor
of Rural Free Delivery service. The memorial,
which is still standing, is composed of small
stones collected from each of the 230 farms
served along the initial route.

Another experimental service was created
in Carroll County, Maryland on December
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20,1899. This servicetested theidea of county-
wide RE.D. service. In order to implement
rural delivery without duplicating service
and wasting resources, the plan called for the
elimination of 63 fourth-class post offices and
33 star routes. On the morning of the 20th,
rural carriers assembled for theirinstructions.
Each was given a postmarking device which
had the number of his route. The carriers
were authorized to cancel letters collected on
their routes. This initial Carroll County serv-
ice covered 387 square miles of the 453 square
miles in the county. The cost during the first
three months was $4,543. However, the sav-
ings generated by suspending somestar routes
and fourth-class post offices was $2,805, and
the increase in postal receipts was $1,501.75.

The net cost for the three months was only
$236. Of course, the post office closings did
not go unnoticed. While the rural population
was understandably reluctant to complain
abouthaving their mail delivered to them, the
fourth-class postmasters argued thatthedeath
of small post offices signaled the death of
service as well—in fact, it merely meant the
end of their association with the postal serv-
ice.

Special agent A. B. Smith was part of the
team responsible for evaluating the first years
of service. He observed successful service in
Martinsburg, West Virginia; Pittsfield, New
Hampshire; and Murphysboro, Illinois,
among other areas. In Washington County,
Pennsylvania, he noted that the county’sresi-

RING MAIL,
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dents were almost unanimous in requesting
the service. “We did not recommend the dis-
continuanceof any offices, nor werestar routes
interfered with. They were left to demon-
strate the survival of the fittest. Within a
month five postmasters resigned and their
offices were abolished.”

In his Annual Report for 1899, Postmaster
General Charles Emory Smith noted that
Congress would ultimately have to deter-
mine the future of the system, but he said “it
is the opinion of the officers having it in
charge that the experimental stage has been
passed, and in their view I coincide.” The
path was clear, and Rural Free Delivery was
to be instituted on a nation-wide level.

Politics played an unquestioned
role in the creation and place-
ment of R.ED. routes. By
1906, ...0Oklahoma—which
wasn't even a state yet—
had 594 rural free delivery
routes, hundreds more than some
southern states.

Requests for Rural Free Delivery service
multiplied. Every new route which was es-
tablished brought in applications from con-
tiguous jurisdictions. Once people saw the
convenience of the system, they became de-
termined to obtain it for themselves. By June
30,1900,1,214 rural routes, located in42 states
and territories, were in operation, serving an
estimated 879,127 people. At the same time,
applications for 2,158 additional routes were
pending—nearly double the number of routes
in service.

To apply for a rural delivery route at the
turn of the century, atleast 100 families along
a proposed route had to sign a petition. The
petition would then be sent either to the

district’s Congressional representative or to
one of the state’s Senators. Once the Member
of Congress recommended the route to the
Post Office Department it was put on the
waiting list and soon a special postal agent
was dispatched to lay out the route. In the
early 1900s, Congressmen were eager to ob-
tain large numbers of Rural Free Delivery
routes in their districts. In the never-ending
search for something tangible to be remem-
bered with by the voters at election time, a
Rural Free Delivery route was quite a coup.

Politics played an unquestioned role in
the creation and placement of R.F.D. routes.
Only fifty years after the end of the Civil War,
Kansas, which had approximately 18 people
per square mile, had one route for every 1,300
people. On the other hand, South Carolina,
with a population of 44 people per square
mile had only oneroute forevery 4,500 people.
By 1906, thanks inlarge part torepresentation
by the strident and influential Republican,
Bird McGuire, Oklahoma—which wasn’teven
astate yet—had 594 rural free deliveryroutes,
hundreds more than some southern states.
The biggest winner in R.F.D. routes was
unquestionable the midwest. In 1906, five
midwestern states alone had 11,794 R.E.D.
routes, while the entire South had only 9,126.
Almost three—quarters of the route applica-
tions from the midwest were approved, while
only half of the southern applications won
approval. When pressed for a non-political
explanation, the Post Office Department ar- -
gued that the discrepancy was due toalack of
useable roads in the South, as well as that
area’s higherilliteracy rate, (21% versus 3% in
the midwest).

In assessing a route, the Post Office
Department’s special agents judged the qual-
ity of the road—was it passable for the major-
ity of the year? They also determined if the
route could be organized so the carrier would
not have to pass over the same ground twice
each day. Theroutes had to be truly rural, not
just an adjunct to city delivery, giving service
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toresidents within two or three miles of a city.
Rural patrons were also restricted to one
delivery per day. Once the special agents had
mapped out a route and bonded the carrier,
they were done. The carriers were placed
under the direct authority of the postmaster.
It was his duty to report any violations and
problems to the department.

Potential carriers had to be of good char-
acter and temperate. They were tobe neatand
tidy and free of any criminal record. Their
morals had to be above reproach. There were
no restrictions on gender, and a few women
became rural carriers, some as substitutes for
their husbands, others on their own accord.
By 1904, 105 carriers were women. Carriers
were required to give a bond equivalent to
$500, as were their substitutes. In no instance
was mail to be handled by an unbonded
carrier.

In a 1901 address to Congress, President
McKinley called R.F.D. the “most striking
new development in the continued and rapid
growth of the postal service.” That following
year, $3,500,000 was appropriated for the
service. R.F.D. began to appear as though it
would fulfill the prophecy of Eugene Hale, a
Senator from Maine who, in 1899, had gath-
ered enough support to briefly strike rural
delivery funding from the Post Office Depart-
ment appropriation. Senator Hale feared that
free delivery to rural areas would become a
financial trap, with Congress appropriating
more and more money for the service until it
found itself in the position of being unable to
refuse funds in the future. Hale failed, how-
ever, and financing for RE.D. in 1899 was
maintained by Representatives and Senators
who received numerous petitions from rural
areas demanding restoration of the funds.
Granges throughout the country were the
grass-roots driving force behind the petitions.
Grange night was a popular and convenient
time to gather signatures.

A great deal was expected of the Rural
Free Delivery service, and it did not disap-

point. Within a few years of the creation of the
service, its benefits were clearly visible. R.F.D.
brought the farmer closer to active business
markets and prices; stimulated correspon-
dence; enhanced the value of farm land; made
farm life less isolated; served as a strong
educational force through the increased cir-
culation of newspapers and magazines; and
promoted good roads.

The salaries of rural carriers were consid-
ered by any to be inadequate. These employ-
ees werenothingless than traveling postmas-
ters. In addition, the carrier’s salary was less
adequate in certain sections of the country
than in others. In many of the western and
midwestern states where horses were cheap

...[rural carriers]...were nothing
less than traveling postmasters.
Aside from collecting and
delivering mail, carriers sold
stamps and postal stationery,
registered mail, and handled
money orders.

and forageabundant, thesalary was regarded
as quite good pay and there were always a
good number of farmers’ sons whoscrambled
for appointments. In other areas, the carrier’s
salary was seriously depleted not only by the
purchase of a horse and wagon, but by feed
and care of the animal as well. The salary of
early R.F.D. carriers was dependent upon the
length of their route. A full route was consid-
ered to be 25 miles. In instances where a route
covered rugged hills and rocky creeks, 17
miles would be considered a good day’s jour-
ney. In 1903, a carrier complained about his
salary, noting that “there’s little enough left
from my $50 a month salary after operating
expenses are paid.” If the carrier did not have




The HELIOGRAPH #21

Winter 1992

his own wagon, he had to pay the bank for the
loan required to buy a mail wagon and two
horses. He also had to buy a harness and
blankets, pay for blacksmithing, feed and
veterinary services, as well as for wagon and
harness repairs. Forced at times to become

Rural carriers reported finding
such unsuitable receptacles as a
lard pail hung on a fence post,
empty coal oil and syrup cans,
apple, soap, and sugar boxes.

financially creative, carriers distributed ad-
vertising cards to patrons outlining errands
or merchandise from town which they could
provide in exchange for goods or money. A
carrier in New Hampshire gave out a card to
his patrons which had the notation “laundry
collected Monday, returned Saturday.” This
type of activity was not sanctioned by the
Post Office Department and any carriers dis-
covered engaging in such activities could
expect a severe reprimand, if not dismissal.
Once R.E.D. was organized in a commu-
nity, postmasters contacted thefamiliesalong
the route to inform them of the service, and
outline the rules which they needed to follow.
One postmaster distributed a circular stating
in part that, “mail will be delivered to any
family on or adjacent to the above route, free
of all cost, provided only thata suitable box to
receive the mail is put up directly on the
above route, in a place that can be conven-
iently reached by the carrier without alight-
ing from his buggy. No mail will be delivered
unless a box is provided to receive it.”
Inresponse to the odd types of containers
put up to hold the mail, postmasters warned
rural patrons that certain standards were
expected of a rural mailbox. At first, people
used various types of containers, in an array
of shapes and sizes. Rural carriers reported

finding such unsuitable receptacles as a lard
pail hung on a fence post, empty coal oil and
syrup cans, apple, soap and sugar boxes.
Postmaster General Smith immediately rec-
ognized the need for minimum standards for
rural mailboxes. A set of specifications was
issued, which manufacturers followed in
creating practical mailboxes. On January
12,1901, a commission composed of five Post
Office Department officials was appointed to
examine commercial box designs. On Febru-
ary 18, 1901, the commission met to judge 63
models which had been submitted. Of these,
14 were judged to comply with the specifica-
tions. By 1915, the process was further simpli-
fied when Postmaster General Albert Burle-
son approved the use of the now familiar
tunnel-shaped mailbox. It was designed by a
post office engineer, Roy J. Joroleman. A sig-
nal was attached to the mailboxes which the
carrier raised once the mail had been placed
inside. Patronsraised the signal flag to ensure
that even if no mail was to be delivered, the
carrier would still stop and pick up the outgo-
ing items. Carriers appreciated the signal,
certainly more so on frosty days, when they
did not have to leave the limited warmth of
their wagons for no purpose. Rural letter

One note requested that the mail
carrier “please feed our chickens
and water the cows and the
mule in the stable and if the bees
have swarmed put them in a
new hive.”

carriers also had whistles which they would
use to signal the owners who lived some
distances from their boxes that the mail had
arrived.

On August 1, 1901, a general and system-
aticinspection of all R.F.D. routes was under-
taken. The aim was to ensure that each route
was inspected by postal agents at least twice
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a year. The inspectors rode over the routes
and reported on its physical condition as well
as on the promptness and efficiency of the
carriers. Carriers performing in a less than
professional manner were often cited for each
infraction. The inspectors also observed mail-
boxes on the route to make certain that they
conformed to regulations. If there was any
duplication of service along a route, or a
manner in which two routes could be com-
bined into one, the inspectors noted that in
their reports as well. In 1901, a specially pre-

After 5 days, return to
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Rural Ifree Delivery Route No. 3.
FILLMORE, Allegany Co., N. Y.
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keepers feared a loss of revenue if farmers
came into town less frequently.

Not everyone was fully cognizant of the
scope of the service, and some left odd re-
quests for their letter carrier. One such note
requested that the mail carrier “please feed
our chickens and water the cows and the
mule in the stable and if the bees have
swarmed put them in a new hive. We have
gone visiting.” Another carrier was given a
grocery list, asking him to purchase sugar,
coffee, prunes, cookies and steak, and was

Foer WA

2%

Rural Free Delivery provided for the same postal services as the urban post office—including registry service.
This cover is from Fillmore, New York R.F.D. route #3, February, 1902 to Ohio. The letter was accepted by the
rural carrier on his route, giving the patron a receipt then franked and posted it upon returning to the main

post office at Fillmore.

pared form was provided for use by inspec-
tors. The report included 36 questions en-
compassing every phase of the service, as
well as the carriers conduct.

Reactions to that which is new and differ-
ent is often hesitant, and while this was less
true in the development of Rural Free Deliv-
ery, resistance did exist. Some people feared
that anyone could pass by their mailbox and
removestamps from letters which were placed
in the box to be mailed. Small town shop

paid ten cents for his trouble. Sometimes,
letters without stamps would be left in mail-
boxes for pick up. Lucky carriers found loose
change in the box to purchase the stamps,
others found eggs, butter and similar goods
as barter for postage. The services carriers did
provide were wide-ranging. The mail vehicle
was a miniature post office on wheels. Aside
from collecting and delivering mail, carriers
sold stamps and postal stationery, registered
mail and handled money orders.
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The local rural carrier was also expected
to have the most current information con-
cerning activities far removed from his or her
postal duties. Often a carrier who handled an
increasing number of lettersbetween ayoung
couple was the first person in the county to
know of an impending marriage. And, pa-
trons often relied on their mail carriers for
information about births, deaths, and even
the weather forecast. Carriers were a wel-
come sightand were often greeted by patrons
with cool lemonade or water in the summer
and hot coffee or soup in the winter, and a few
minutes of “catching up” before moving onto
the next home. Carriers had to be cautious
about socializing during their rounds, for
nothing could bring an inspector faster thana
report that the carrier was dallying with a
young lady along his route. In 1901, of almost
4,000 rural carriers employed by the post
office, only 33 were dismissed from the serv-
ice—four for mail theft, two for bad service,
and the rest for carelessness or indifference.

From the beginning of R.F.D.,
one of the biggest obstacles the
service faced was the wretched

condition of so many of the
nation’s rural roads.

By 1915, over 26,000 fourth-class post of-
fices had been discontinued because of Rural
Free Delivery. These postmasters did not all
go quietly. One complained to the Post Office
Department, that “to take the office away
takes part of my living away from me. I have
a wife and two children. I have only been in
the employment of the Government a little
over a year. I beg you for some kind of an
appointment.Iam notchoicy [sic]—any place
in the mail service of the United States.”
Another stated that the system “seriously
interferes with the patronage of this office...

Can not this matter be remedied, in justice to
this office?”

Sometimes, the petitions of fourth-class
postmasters werefound tobe unreliable. Some
postmasters forwarded signed petitions re-
questing that R.F.D. service be abandoned in
their area. In one instance, careful scrutiny
revealed that all but three of the signatures
were people wholived outside of thedelivery
area. And, these three were boys who be-
longed to a village band led by the postmas-
ter.

In response to the complaints from the
fourth-class postmasters, the Post Office
Department noted that, “itis difficultat times
to convince those whose personal interests
seem tobe temporarily antagonized that there
is not an effort on the part of the Department
to force the service upon unwilling patrons to
the disadvantage of the country store and its
postmaster proprietor.” The department was
unwilling to undermine a program which
benefited so many in order to satisfy a few.
This attitude was reflected by the words of
JohnJ. Esch, Representative from the Seventh
Districtin Wisconsin: “Ibelieveitwould create
a revolt among the farming class if these
routes were to be abolished.”

ThePost Office Department and Congress
were not alone in favoring R.F.D. over super-
seded fourth-class postmasters. An article in
the New York Tribune of August 28, 1899,
stated that “Fourth-class postmasters are in
the main a worthy and useful set of men. But -
they ought to realize that as officeholders
their standing depends on the service they
render. The fourth-class post-offices are main-
tained not because the postmasters or any of
them have claims to the profits of officehold-
ing, but because those offices have served a
useful purpose... Theidea that an antiquated
system of handling mail matter is to be per-
petuated to give some country postmasters
an easy existence, untroubled by the march of
improvement, is too preposterous to be enter-
tained.”
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Delaware R.L.C. Association.”

Rural letter carriers pay was poor. Many were creative in using their job to provide
extra income. This carrier, Lillie A. Donohoe of Edge Moor, Delaware, endorsedrural
carrier equipment. This is a post card sent from Peoria, Illinois (from the hometown
of the Harrington Manufacturing Co.) addressed to “Rural Mail Carriers, Meredith,
N.H.” The complete preprinted message reads,

“Gentlemen:~I am sending you a photograph of my mail outfit, showing my Light Runner.

I am the first and only woman carrier in the State of Delaware. I substituted my route two
years and now have been regular carrier for five years. The only thing that I regret is that I did
not buy your Light Runner No. 514 sooner. My horses do not have to use any exertion; they
seem to go along the road as if they had nothing behind them. And it is easy to serve the mail
from the sliding window. Best of all, I know my mail is safe. These winter days, with only a
foot heater, I do not know that it is cold outdoors. I can truthfully say that I found my Light
Runner more than all you represented it to be. Truly yours, Lillie A. Donohoe, Secretary

One of the mostimportant side benefits of
Rural Free Delivery was the increased atten-
tion which was paid to the miserable state of
the nation’s roads. As early as 1817, attempts
had been made to make the federal govern-
ment responsible for building and maintain-
ingroadways; but many, including President
Monroe, felt that it was an affront to states’
rights and individual states kept the sole
responsibility for their roads. However, by
1891, some states pushed for improved fund-
ing for road construction. State highway
departments were established and efforts
made to create a Federal office to study road
building problems and help popularize good

roads. And, in 1893, the Office of Road In-
quiry was established within the Department
of Agriculture. Ten thousand dollars was
appropriated to make inquiries “in regard to
the systems of road management throughout
the United States, to make investigations in
regard to the best methods of roadmaking, to
prepare publications on this subject suitable
for distribution, and to assist the agricultural
colleges and experiment stations in dissemi-
nating information on this subject.”

The renewed interest in the condition of
the nation’s roadways was forced by many
factors, including the increasing congestion
of the nation’s population, the bicycling fad
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which reached its height in the 1890’s, the
general introduction of the automobile, and
the establishment of Rural Free Delivery.
There were, of course, numerous benefits
which rural Americans could see from the
good roads movement—bad roads kept the
farmer from the markets when prices were
high; time was lost traveling over bad roads;
and harnesses had to be repaired more often
due to the poor roads. With serious concen-
tration on improving the nation’s roadways,
the family could more easily go to school,
church, lecturers, or to town; and, through
R.F.D., keep in touch with the world’s prog-
ress.

At this time, the usual method of road
building and maintenance consisted of going
over the road with a scraper which gathered
all the muck and rubbish into the middle,

smoothed it over, and left it to be worn into
ruts again by wagons in short order. Few
attempts were being made tolay a solid foun-
dation of crushed stone, shell or gravel, or
even to grade or roll the roadbed.

In order to obtain a Rural Free Delivery
route, a local road had to be in good condi-
tion, unobstructed by gates, kept reasonably
smooth, free from washouts and ruts, and
properly drained and graded. From the be-
ginning of R.F.D., one of the biggest obstacles
the service faced was the wretched condition
of so many of the nation’s rural roads. In
order to win approval of a RFE.D. route, the
local community was often forced to work
together toimprove theirroads, through their
own labor, or financing. By 1901, eighteen
new bridges werebuiltand over$32,000 spent
in road repairs in Massachusetts, Connecti-

Rural Route No. 1, Hope, Md.

10
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cut, New York, New Jersey and Pennsylva-
nia, in order to obtain Rural Free Delivery. In
Texas, 100 fords were bridged and ten stone
bridges were erected over previously impass-
able streams. In Iowa, Washington, Minne-
sota and California, agreements were made
between county commissioners and special
agents of the Rural Free Delivery service to
open, repair and maintain roads.

When a road which was being used as a
R.F.D. route fell into disrepair, postmasters
received instructions from the department to
see that improvements were made: “It is the
hope of the department that the patrons who
arereceiving the benefit of the service appre-
ciateit, and that they will promptly cooperate
in an effort to repair all deficient portions.” In
an effort to ensure good roads for its service,
the Post Office Department worked with the
Bureau of Public Roads and state highway
offices, as well as with local road supervisors
and commissioners. In Giles County, Tennes-
see, for instance, the legislature enacted legis-
lation to reclassify the county’s roads, declar-
ing them tobe publichighways and requiring
all gates to be removed from roads traveled
by rural carriers. 5

On October 6,1899, a “Good Roads Con-
vention” was held at Des Moines, Iowa.
Among the resolutions which were adopted
by the gathering was the following:

The postal system of the General Government
was instituted upon the theory of serving without
discrimination all the people in a just and liberal
manner, and recognizing the many social and
pecuniary advantages of rural free mail service not
only to the rural population but also to all classes,
and that such service is dependent on good roads:
Therefore, Resolved, That we are in favor of such
an appropriation by Congress as will insure the
speed and permanent establishment of such serv-
ice throughout the country where the conditions
as to good roads and population will justify, and
that we hereby respectfully request our members of
Congress in both the Senate and House to vote for
such an appropriation.

The good roads movement, prodded in
part by America’s desire for Rural Free Deliv-
ery, provided the groundwork for the Fed-
eral Aid Road Act, approved on July 11,1916.
Under this Act, $75,000,000 was appropriated
for the period from 1916 to 1921 on condition
that the funds be matched by the states. In
fact, the main beneficiaries of these funds
werenot chiefly thechampions of rural routes,
but those who promoted the development of
an interstate highway system. Nevertheless,
the push forimproved rural roads continued,
getting a second boost by the popularization
of the automobile.

An automobile was used
experimentally to carry the mail
as early as 1902 in
Adrian, Michigan.

Until World War I, wagons were the most
popular conveyance used by rural carriers,
butdependentupon terrainand climate, some
carriers completed their route on horseback,
inbuckboards, two-wheeled carts, or bicycles.
As automobiles came into use, rural carriers
slowly began to replace the horse and buggy.
An automobile was used experimentally to
carry the mail as early as 1902 in Adrian,
Michigan. Four years later, the Post Office
Department granted rural letter carriers per-
mission to use automobiles. For the carriers,
this didn’t mean that they would finish their
routes any faster, as rural wagon routes of 24
miles were replaced with automobile routes
of 50 miles in length. Road condition was still
animportantfactorinrural delivery. The Post
Office Department stated “thatnorural route
on which the use of a motor vehicle would be
required shall be established unless a motor
vehicle can be operated thereon with reason-
able regularity for 10 months in the year.”

The Post Office Department was eager to
bring automobiles into service in the city as
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well as the countryside. There was, however,
some contention in Congress as to the bene-
fits behind the introduction of automobiles to
Rural Free Delivery. Some Members of Con-
gress, such as S.D. Fess of Ohio, felt that
motorization of the rural mail service would
not serve to improve a service which was
benefiting millions. He argued that whatever
the benefits of the automobile, that the Post
Office Department’s proposal to “cut down
expenses by lessening the number of routes,
thereby cutting in two the number of
carriers...[and] supplanting the horse with
an automobile” was a futile idea. He argued
that even those carriers who already owned
cars placed them in for the winter when the
roads were too poor, and in his district, from
November until March, they relied on true

The number of routes in the
service was the highest in 1926,
at 45,315.

“horse” power. Additional complaints held
that in redrawing the rural routes, inspectors
added only a small number of families to the
service while forcing many of those already
receiving R.E.D. to travel further for their
mail than they had previously done. Repre-
sentative C. W. Ramesyer of Iowa noted in a
speech on February 17,1916, that a farmer in
his district had suffered through just such a
change. “He was placed on a route out of
another town, and his mail box had to be
placed over a mile away from his house. This
new route is over 30 miles long, and when the
roads are bad this carrier does notand can not
make his entire route, and this young farmer
is without regular service, and further, he can
not tell what days he will be served and what
days he will not be served.” For these Patrons
of RF.D., their Congressional representatives
argued, the automobile was an extra burden.

The majority opinion, however, was espe-
cially encouraging for the motorization of
R.F.D. By 1918, 823 of the 43,463 R.F.D. routes
in operation were motor-vehicleroutes, aver-
aging 54.16 miles per route. By 1925, the
number of automobile routes rose to 912.
Also in that year, the distinction between
horse-drawn and motor-vehicle rural routes
used to determine route length and salary
was terminated. The Post Office Department
began to authorize the establishment of routes
of any practicable length as the need arose.

While Rural Free Delivery service grew
year after year, thenumber of routesremained
fairly constant. After jumping from 821in 1897
to 24,566 in 1904, the number averaged be-
tween 35,000 to 44,000 from that pointon. The
number of routes in the service was the high-
estin 1926, at45,315. The numbers show both
the rapid growth of the service as well as the
replacement of wagons with automobiles.
While routes were continuously requested,
many of the old ones were consolidated into
single automobile routes, keeping the total
number the same. After World War II, the
rural delivery routes reflected the changing
Americanlandscape. As more families moved
into blossoming suburban communities, ar-
eas formerly covered by rural delivery were
converted to city delivery service. For those
suburban communities which retained their
R.F.D.status,adjustmentsinroutes weremade
in order to prevent rural carriers from being
swamped with theadditional volume of mail.

R.F.D. grew with the country, covering
more miles each year. It has become a fixture
on the national landscape. Millions of rural
Americans have grown up with free rural
mail delivery as a fact of life. Rural Free
Delivery brought the nation a host of im-
provement—an increase in postal business,
enhancement of value of farm lands, better
roads and a broader circulation of news and
information, which brought the rural family
into closer touch with the city and the nation.

12
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A Summation of the Franking Laws and
Regulations, 1775-1808

Compiled by Richard B. Graham

The Continental Congress

Resolution of November 8, 1775:

All letters to and from the delegates of
the united colonies, during the sessions of
Congress, to pass and be carried free of post-
age, the delegates not to frank or enclose any
letters but their own.

Resolution of January 9, 1776:

No postage to be paid on any letters to
or from private soldiers of the Continental
Army, theletters to be franked by someone so
authorized by the commanding officer of each
department.

Resolution of February 16, 1776:
Extended the franking privilege to the
officers of the Continental Army.

Resolution of April 19, 1776:

Letters directed to any General of the
Continental Army commanding in a separate
department, to pass free through the consti-
tutional post.

Resolution of December 28, 1779:

All single letters directed to any line
officer of the Army, to General Officers, or to
officers commanding a separate department,

to be free. All letters to or from ministers,
commissioners and secretaries of the United
States at foreign courts to be free.

Ordinance of March 11, 1782:

Repealed all previous acts and resolu-
tions permitting franking, but reestablished
franking as follows:

All letters and packets to and from
members of Congress who “have taken their
seats,” and are “actually attending to their
duty,” were to be free.

All letters and packets to and from the
Commander in Chief of the Army or the
Commander of any separate army, on public
service, only, were to be free.

This ordinance required deputy post-
masters to keep accounts of the postage which
would otherwise have been payable for let-
ters and packets of the congress and the army
commander.

Ordinance of October 18, 1782:

Confirmed franking privilege of
members of Congress while attending ses-
sions and of the army commanders. Added
the Secretary of the Congress, and the heads
in Congress of the Departments of Finance,
War, and Foreign Affairs, to frank or receive
mail on public service, only, free.

All other previous acts were repealed.

13
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Ordinance of December 24,1782:

Extended the franking privilege to the
Inspector General, the Adjutant General, the
Director of Hospitals, the Quartermaster
General, the Commissary of Prisoners and
the Paymaster General of the Army of the
United States, and also to all officers at the
heads of like departments of any separate
army, for public business, only.

Resolution of February 28, 1783:

All letters to and from heads of the
Departments of War, Finance, and Foreign
Affairs to be free, regardless whether or not
marked “on public service.”

No other references to franking have been found
in the ordinances and enactments of the Continental
Congress, prior to the beginning of the Federal Gov-
ernment under the Constitution.

Franking under the Federal Constitution,
1789-1808

Act of September 22,1789 (1 Stat. 70):
Continued the free mail privilege of
the ordinances of October 18, 1782 and De-
cember 24, 1782. These provided the franking
privilege, as applied to letters and packets to

P

and from the members of Congress while in
session, to and from the Commander in Chief
of the Army or the Commander of any sepa-
rate army, the heads of the Departments of
Finance, War, Foreign Affairs, on publicserv-
ice. Also, letters to and from the Inspector
General, Adjutant General, Director of Hos-
pitals, Quartermaster General, Commissary
of Prisoners, Paymaster General, and heads
of like departments of any separate army
were extended the franking privilege for
public business, only, as per the ordinance of
December 24, 1782.

Act of August 4,1790 (1 Stat. 178):
Repeated and reaffirmed the previous
act, above.

Act of March 3,1791 (1 Stat. 218):

Repeated and reaffirmed the previous
acts. Also extended the franking privilege, on
letters on public service, to or from the Treas-
urer, Comptroller, and Auditor of the Treas-
ury, and the Assistant to the Secretary of the
Treasury.

Act of February 20,1792 (1 Stat. 237, 238):
All letters and packets to and from the
President and Vice President; all letters to and

Free frank of Arthur Lee of Virginia who served as Commissioner of the Board

of Treasury from 1785-1789.
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from the Secretary and Assistant Secretary of
the Treasury, the Comptroller, Register,
Auditor, Treasurer, Secretary of State, Secre-
tary of War, commissioners for settling ac-
counts between the United States and indi-
vidual States, the Postmaster General and his
assistant, and all letters and packets not ex-
ceeding 2 ounces in weight to or from any
Member of the Senate or House of Represen-
tatives, the Secretary of the Senate, or Clerk of
the House of Representatives, during their
actual attendance in any session of Congress,
and 20 days after such session, shall be trans-
mitted in the mails free.

Nofranker tofrank any letter or packet
but his own except that letters and packets
from the Treasury may be franked by the
Secretary of the Treasury of the Assistant
Secretary or by the Comptroller, Register,
Auditor, or Treasurer.

Act of May 8, 1794 (1 Stat. 361):

Extended the franking privilege to the
Commissioner of Revenue for letters not
exceeding 2 ounces in weight to and from
him, and to deputy postmasters for letters not
exceeding one-half ounce in weight to and
from them.

The Postal Laws of 1794

Reaffirmed franking privilege of Dep-
uty Postmasters.

Affirmed franking privilege of mem-
bers of Congress, the Secretary of the Senate,
the Clerk of the House of Representatives, to
send and receive letters of 2 ounces or less,
during their attendance at a session of Con-
gress and for 20 days afterwards.

Act of December 3, 1794 (1 Stat. 403):

Extended the franking privilege to
James White, the Delegate to Congress from
the Territory of the United States south of the
Ohio River.

Act of May 27,1796 (1 Stat. 475):

All letters and packets to or from the
accountant of the Department of War shall be
conveyed by post free of postage.

Act of March 3, 1797 (1 Stat. 512):

All letters and packets to George
Washington, now President of the United
States, after the expiration of his term of of-
fice, and during his life, shall be received and
conveyed by post free of postage.

The office of the Purveyor of Public Sup-
pliesin the Treasury Department was created
February 23, 1795, and the franking privilege
granted prior to 1798.

Act of June 22,1798 (1 Stat. 569):

All letters and packets to or from the
Secretary of the Navy shall be received and
conveyed by post free of postage.

Act of July 9, 1798:

The Commissioners of Valuation (and
Direct Taxes?) for lands, dwelling houses and
the enumeration of slaves within the United
States, received the franking privilege as a
part of this act. The privilege was for letters
received and mailed, on official business, only,
and “shall, within the limits of the state for which
such commissioner is appointed, be conveyed by
post, free of postage.”

Act of July 11, 1798: -
The Supervisors and Inspectors of th
Revenue received the franking privilege, for
business of their offices, only, the privilege
not being limited to state boundaries as in the
case of the Commissioners of Direct Taxes.

Act of July 16, 1798:

The Accountant of the Navy was
granted the franking privilege.
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Instructions for Postmasters, 1798:

FREE LETTERS—Paragraph 25 listed
those with right to frank their own letters and
receive those directed to them free:

The President and Vice President of
the United States; General George Washing-
ton; Secretaries of State, Treasury, and War;
Comptroller, Register, and Auditor of the
Treasury, and the Treasurer; Commissioner
of Revenue; Purveyor; Accountant of the War
Office; Postmaster General and Assistant
Postmaster General. The members of the
Senate and House of Representatives and the
Secretary of the Senate and Clerk of the House
of Representatives, during their actual atten-
dance on Congress, and for twenty days after
the close of the session, when their letters do
not exceed two ounces in weight, and the
Deputy Postmasters, when their letters do
not exceed half an ounce in weight.

No person could frank letters other
than his own.

The Postal Act of the Fifth Congress, Approved
March 2,1799 (1 Stat. 737):

This enactment reaffirmed the provi-
sions of the Act of February 20, 1792, adding
other privileges granted in the interim. The
main provisions:

Section 17 provided the privilege of
sending and receiving mail free for: Postmas-
ters, for letters and packets not exceeding a
half ounce in weight. Each member of the
House and Senate; the Secretary of the Senate
and the Clerk of the House, for letters and
packets not exceeding two ounces; the privi-
lege applied only during actual sessions of
Congress and for twenty days afterwards.
ThePresidentand Vice Presidentof the United
States; the Secretary of the Treasury; Comp-
troller; Auditor; Register; Treasurer; Com-
missioner of the Revenue; Supervisors of the
Revenue; Inspectors of the Revenue; Com-
missioners for Direct Taxes; Purveyor; the
Secretary of War; the Accountant of War

1793 folded letter with the franked by Oliver Wolcott of Connecticut from
Philadelphia to New Haven Connecticut. Wolcott served as First Comptroller
from June 17,1791 to February 2, 1795 when he became Secretary of the
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Office; the Secretary of State; the Secretary of
the Navy and Accountant of the Navy; the
Postmaster General; the Assistant Postmas-
ter General.

Required all public officers to write
their name and office on the front of each
letter franked; they were to furnish the post-
master where their mail was usually depos-
ited with a sample of their signature.

All letters and packages to and from
George Washington, late President of the
United States, “shall continue to be received
and conveyed by the post, free of postage.”

Section 18 added requirements and
provisions: Franker could only frank letters
written by himself or upon his order; penalty
for each exception, ten dollars. Exception to
the above: Secretaries of Treasury, State,
War, Navy, and Postmaster General could
frank letters of other offices on official busi-
ness “in theabsence of the principals thereof.”
Penalties for counterfeiting franks or frank-
ing illegally were enacted.

Act of January 2, 1800 (2 Stat. 4):

Extended the franking privilege to
William Henry Harrison, the Delegate from
the Territory of the United States northwest
of the Ohio River.

Act of April 3,1800 (2 Stat. 19):

All letters and packages to and from
Martha Washington, widow of the late Gen-
eral George Washington, shall be received
and conveyed by post free of postage for and
during her life.

The Postal Laws of 1800:

The issue of the postal laws to the
postmasters of 1800 simply requoted the Act
of March 2, 1799. There were no “Instruc-
tions” or “Regulations.”

Act of December 15, 1800 (2 Stat. 88):
Extended the franking privilege to the
Delegates to Congress from the Territory of
the United States northwest of the river Ohio,
and every future Delegate from that Terri-

tory.

Act of February 25,1801 (2 Stat. 102):

All letters and packets to John Adams,
now President of the United States, after the
expiration of his term of office and during his
life, shall be carried by mail, free of postage.

Act of March 3,1801 (2 Stat. 127):

All letters and packets from John
Adams, now President of the United States,
after the expiration of his term of office and
during his life, shall be received and con-
veyed by post free of postage.

Act of February 18,1802 (2 Stat. 130):

Any person admitted or who may
hereafter be admitted to take a seat in Con-
gress as a Delegate shall enjoy the privilege of
sending and receiving letters free of postage.

Act of May 3, 1802 (2 Stat. 191):

Allletters, packets, and newspapers to
and from the Attorney General of the United
States shall be conveyed by post free of post-
age.

Act of March 26,1804 (2 Stat. 277):

All letters, returns, and other papers
on public service, sent by mail to or from the
offices of Inspector and Paymaster of the the
Army, shall be received and conveyed free of
postage.

The Postal Laws of 1804:

The issue of the postal laws of 1804
again requoted the Act of March 2, 1799,
including its franking privilege for George
Washington. no “Instructions” or “Regula-
tions” seem to have been issued.
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Act of April 13,1808 (2 Stat. 483):

Authorized Members of Congress, the
Secretary of the Senate, and the Clerk of the
House of Representatives to transmit free of
postage the message of the President of the
United States of March 22, 1808.

The Postal Laws and Regulations of 1808:

The issue of the postal laws of 1808
repeated sections 17 and 18 of the Act of
March 2, 1799 (again including the franking
privilege for the late George Washington!).
“Instructions” were included with a list of
those persons and offices of the government
with the privilege (mostly in alphabetical
order) as follows: The President and Vice
President, the Accountants of the War and
Navy Departments, the Auditor of the Treas-

ury, the Clerk of the House of Representa-
tives, the Comptroller of the Treasury, the
Paymaster General, the Postmaster General,
the Postmasters, the Purveyor, the Register of
the Treasury, Representatives in Congress,
Senators in Congress and the Secretaries of
the Treasury, War, State, Navy, and of the
U.S. Senate.

The Inspector General was omitted
(see Act of March 26, 1804) either accidently
because the office had been reduced in status
in 1807, and presumable, the Commissioners
of Direct Taxes, Internal Revenue and the
Supervisors and Inspectors of Internal Reve-
nue had been eliminated.

The Instructions reaffirmed the frank-
ing privilege of John Adams as Ex-President.

For further information about free franks and franking, see the excellent
section devoted to this aspect of postal history in The American Stampless
Cover Catalog, Fourth Edition, Volume II, pages 191-282.

Free frank of Albert Gallatin on 1801 folded letter to Steubenville, Northwest
Territory. Gallatin, from Pennsylvania, served as Secretary of the Treasury from
May 14, 1801 to approximately April 20, 1813. Gallatin also served in both houses
of Congress and was able to frank letters from those offices, also.
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On Being Too Many Places at Once:
The Scandal of Mrs. Hunt

by Robert B. Bechtel

Jesse W. Ellison brought his cattle from
Texas to Arizona in the 1880s and founded
the Q Ranch. But he raised more than cattle.
His six beautiful daughters brought lonely
men to the ranch from all parts of Arizona
Territory. Among the many suitors was an
ungainly-looking, overweight man whonever
learned to ride a horse, G.W.P. Hunt, who
became the first statehood governor of Ari-
zona and was reelected seven times.

The object of Hunt’s desire was one of the
liveliest of the Ellison daughters, Helen (called
Duett). She was an outdoor woman, riding
with her father to face Indian threats and even

In this letter it becomes clear
that Duett Hunt was removed as
postmaster at Ellison...

killing a bear (see figure 1). Hunt and Ellison
were distinct opposites—she was slim and
beautiful, he was rotund and already bald-
ing—but the charm of G.W.P. was not lost on
either the voters or Duett. Nevertheless, their
relationship was off-and-on for fourteen years
until G.W.P. issued an ultimatum that Duett
be in Holbrook in 1904 where they would be
married. In 1912 Duett became the first lady

of Arizona, a position she was to hold for six
more terms.

G.W.P. Hunt and his wife are legends in
Arizona history. History has a way of uncov-
ering embarrassing facts. It may seem puz-
zling that Duett was listed as postmaster at
Ellison (the post office of the Q Ranch) eighty
miles from the Hunt residence in Globe. Was
some kind of fraud involved? Actually, the
separations that were part of the long court-
ship of G.W.P. and Duett continued to be a
part of their marriage. There are letters from
G.W.P. complaining that Duett was “his own
sweet wife,” and belonged by “my side.”
There were long separations of unknown du-
ration. Their only child, Virginia, was born at
the Ellison Ranch.

Not so easily explained is a letter from
First Assistant Postmaster General Frank H.
Hitchcock to W.S. Sturges in Tucson dated
October 26, 1906:

“With reference to your recommendation for
the appointment of Miss Lena Ellison as postmas-
ter at Ellison, Gila County, Arizona, you are
informed that subsequent to the Department’s
letter to you of September 19, an inspector’s report
in this case was received.

“The former postmaster, Duett E. Hunt, who
was summarily removed on October 4, 1905, for
making false returns of cancellations, is a sister of
Miiss Ellison. Miss Ellison is assistant postmas-
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ter, and she stated in an affidavit to the inspector
that she was employed in the post office, and that
she was aware that her sister was making false
returns of cancellations.

“In view of this fact the Department feels that
she should not be appointed, and you arerequested
to recommend some other person at the earliest
practicable date.”

It becomes obvious in the letter that Duett
wasremoved as postmas-
ter at Ellison on October
4,1905 “for making false
returnsoncancellations.”
Postmasters at these
small offices were paid
by the number of letters
cancelled, so, presuma-
bly, Duett was overstat-
ing the number of cancels
to increase her income.

Hitchcock’s purpose
in writing, however, was
not primarily to reveal
these facts but to turn
down Sturges’ sugges-
tion that Duett’s sister,
Lena, be made postmas-
ter. He points out that
Lena was an accomplice
of Duett’s and therefore
hardly qualified to take
her place!

A few months later, February 14, 1907,
W.S. Sturges writes to R.W. Sturges in Globe
enclosing the October 26, 1906 letter and asks
to find someone to nominate for postmaster
at Ellison. Meanwhile, Franklin I. Kline had
already taken over the postmaster’s job at
Ellison after Duett’s removal and Clarkson S.
Colvig had replaced Kline on May 26, 1906.
The Ellison post office was closed on April 15,
1907 with mail going to Young. Thereafter,
much of the correspondence between Duett
and G.W.P. is postmarked at Young.

Figure 1

Thus a scandal involving Duett Ellison
Hunt never reached the history books. There
is no mention of this event in Goff's 1973
biography of Hunt nor are there any letters
which mentionitin the Hunt Collection at the
Hayden Library at Arizona State University.
The silence is more of a mystery than the
event itself. Why did this never reach the
newspapers? Was it considered too small an
event for local news?
Was it misplaced gal-
lantry fromamore chau-
vinistic era when men
were supposed to pro-
tect women? Was it the
influence of a politically
powerful, future gover-
nor thatkepttheincident
quiet?

The answer must lie
in the moral tone of the
period. Such revelations
were not as cherished
and exposed to public
scrutiny as they are to-
day. Wewill never know
how G.W.P. responded
to the indiscretion of his
wife while postmaster.
Perhaps it is better that
the legends of Arizona’s
famous (and infamous)
were more pure in the old days. People were
willing to overlook shortcomings for thelarger
measure of a person’s worth.
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Patented Feb. 27, 1940

2,191,667

UNITED STATES PATENT OFFICE

P 2,191,667
AUTOMATIC POSTAGE STAMP PRINTING

Aksel Richard Kivialho and Toivo Petter Kol-
jonen, Helsingfors, Finland; Alli Sanni Kol-
jonen executrix of said Toivo Petter Koljonen,
deceased

Application March 29, 1937, Serial No. 133,638
(CL. 194—1)

2 Claims.

The postage is usually paid by stamps glued to
the envelopes. The purchase of such stamps,
however, causes some inconvenience to the pub-
lic, especially in the country, where the post

upon a rubber cushion (8 for the purpose of
obtaining a soft contact between the die and
the letter to be stamped. When the die is again
raised the rubber ring [T will close the air holes
16 and the spring (4 will pull the die slowly up-

5 offices are open during some few hours only. To 5
keep the post offices open day and night would, wards against the braking force of the compressed
again, cause too large expenses to the post ad- air in the cylinder.
ministration. To remove this drawback, we have The letter stamping apparatus is adapted to
invented an apparatus by the aid of which the operate only when the requisite coins are inserted

10 letters may be provided with a printed stamp into the same and for this purpose the electric 19
corresponding to the postage to be paid on insert- current is arranged to be closed by the inter-
ing into the apparatus the amount of the postage, mediary of the coins to be inserted. The appa-
for instance a 2 cent coin. ratus is, therefore, provided with a circuit switch

The construction of this apparatus is illus- 9. In the casing of the apparatus a slot 20 is
;5 trated on the accompanying drawings, in which provided of exactly the appropriate size for the 15
Fig. 1 is a front elevation partly in section and coins to be inserted into the apparatus. For the
partly in perspective of the apparatus. purpose of preventing the introduction of too
Fig. 2 a sectional view along the line 2—2 of small coins into the switch 19 the channel 2{
Bies 1* leading from the coin slot 20 is arranged in an
20  Fig. 3 a sectional view along line 3—3 of Fig. 1. inclined position and in its bottom surface an go
Fig. 4 a cross sectional view along line 4—4 of opening 23 is provided, through which too small
Fig. 1 showing the coin channel. coins are adapted to fall out so that they will
Figure 5 shows the base plate seen from the not reach the switch 19. Coins of the proper size
same point as in Fig. 1 but drawn to a larger Wwill fall from the path 2{ into the channel 24
5 scale. and reach the switch in which they will have the g3
Figure 6 is a section thereof taken on the line position shown at 25.
6—6 of Figure 5. A slide 21 is horizontally movable on the bot-
Figure 7 is a section thereof taken on the line tom plate 26 the construction of said members
1—T of Figure 5. being illustrated in Figures 5 to 9. The plate 26
30 Figure 8 is a plan of the slide and has a hole 67 in the middle as shown in Figs. 5, g9
Figure 9 is a side elevation thereof. 6 and 7. Said slide 27 is made of a straight plate
In Fig. 1 reference 10 indicates the place at as illustrated in Figures 8 and 9 and for the guid-
which the letter to be stamped is placed. [l is ance of said slide 27 there are in the plate 26
the die by the aid of which the letters are pro- grooves 68 on either side of the hole 67 in which

35 vided with a printed stamp. The shaft of this grooves the slide 21 moves forwards and back- gg
die is extended and its forged end 12 reaches wards. As can be seen from Fig. 8 the slide 27
into the magnetic coil i{3. When it is desired which enters the coin passage 29 when the slide
to stamp the letter (0, an electric current is fed 1is in a state of rest, has a recess 28 in the thick-
to the windings of the coil 13 whereby the elec- ness of the coin passage. In Fig. 3 the slide 27

40 tromagnet will pull the piece 12 of forged iron and plate 26 are shown in section, the section 40
into the middle of the coil and the die {1 will being taken on the line 3—3 of Fig. 1 but the
thus effect the stamping of the letter. contacts are in full lines, being disposed above

A spring 14 is provided for the purpose of pull- the section line. For the pin 39 the base plate
ing the die (I back into its original position after has a hole, shown in Fig. 5, and designated by

45 the stamping of the letter. The top end 12 of the number 69. The slide 27 will not therefore 45
the die and the return spring (4 are conveniently be in the way of the pin 39. From the recess in
placed within a cylinder (5, provided at its base the slide 2T the coins are ejected when the slide
with openings 16. These openings are covered moves in the direction of the arrow shown in
by a rubber ring [T surrounding the shaft of the Fig. 1, towards the springs 45, which in their

5o die and attached to the lid of the cylinder (5. turn guide them into the passage 46 which leads g,
When the die moves downward for the purpose them into the cash box of the apparatus.
of stamping the letter, the iron block 12, formed The base plate has in the passage 24 a hole
into a piston of the cylinder, expels the air 28 right through enabling the coins to fall out of
through the openings 16 which is not prevented the apparatus which may only take place when

556 by the rubber ring 1. The letter 10 is placed the bottom plate 61 is pushed to one side which 55
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is achieved by means of the members 63 and 62.
The construction of the switch 19 is best shown
in Figs. 2 and 3.

The switch is formed by two springs 30 and
3| separated by an insulating member 32 on
which the spring 31 is mounted so as to lie sub-
stantially parallel to the spring 30. The conduc-
tors 33 and 34 are connected to the contacts 35
and 36 carried by the opposing faces of the
springs 30 and 31. The spring 30 is bent at its
lower end into U shape and at its end fixed to
a part of the structure whilst the connection of
the spring 3! with the spring 30 is above the
bend as shown in Fig. 2 so that said spring 31
will follow the movement of the spring 38 when
the button 37 is pressed in the direction of the
arrow so that the spring 3! comes against the
member 39. If a coin is in the coin channel at
25 the member 38 will form an abutment and
stop the further movement of the spring 31 and
in the continued pressing of the button 37 in the
direction of the arrow 38, the movement of the
spring 3! being stopped, the spring 30 will move
towards the spring 3! bringing together the con-
tacts 35 and 36 completing the electric circuit
whereby the magnetic coil is energised and the
die moved downward and will effect the stamping
of the letter 10. If there is no coin in the coin
channel at 25 but the button 37 is nevertheless
pressed in the direction of the arrow 38 the top
end of the spring 30 will hit against the abutment
40 before the spring 31 reaches the slide 21. Thus
the contacts 35 and 36 cannot close the electric
circuit unless there is a coin in the coin channel
at 25.

When the die 11 is brought to move downward-
ly the pin 41 attached to its shaft will bring the
bell-crank 43 which is attached to the shaft 42
to turn its arm a down and its arm b sideways
as indicated by the arrow. By the aid of the
arm 44 the slide 27 is likewise pushed sideways
on the bottom plate 26. By the influence of the
springs 45 attached to the bottom plate 26 the
coins 25 will then be thrown from the cavity 28
(Fig. 3) of the slide 21 into the coin channel
46 and thence into the box 41. When the die
{1 returns to its uppermost position the slide 21
will likewise return so that its cavity 28 will be
level with the coin path 28.

For the purpose of counting the number of
stamped letters the apparatus is provided with a
controlling device 48. For the control a paper
tape 49, which may be provided with figures, is
transported along the table 50. On a shaft 42
situated above the die a rod §1 is attached, which
by a link 52 is connected to a two-armed lever
53. On stamping the letters the end c of the
lever 53 is moved downwardly and the needle 54
will make a hole in the paper tape 49. Simul-
taneously the pawl 55 attached at the end d of
the lever 53 will release the ratchet 56 by one
tooth. When the lever 53 returns to its preced-
ing position the pawl 55 will rotate the ratchet
56 and the paper tape will move forwardly be-
tween the wheels 51. The number of holes made
by the pin into the tape indicates the number of
stamped letters.

If the control tape 49 is finished and the post
administration does not desire the apparatus to
continue to operate the end of the arm 58 resting
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upon the paper tape will, when the tape is fin-
ished, become depressed into a slot 59 made in
the control table. On the top end of this arm is
attached a plate 60 which will then fall in front
of the coin opening 20 thus preventing the intro-
duction of coins into the apparatus.

It might happen that the person using the
apparatus, after introduction of the coin does not
desire the same to stamp a letter. For this pur-
pose the coin path 24 (Fig. 2) is made movable.
The member 6! of the coin path 24 comprises a
lever 62 journalled in the bottom plate 26. On
pushing the rod 63 the bottom 61 will move away
from below the coins which will then fall into a
chute 46 conducting the coins out from the appa-
ratus. For the event that the coins should, some-
times, become fastened in the inclined coin path
22, the one wall 64 of the coin path is made turn-
able upwardly on the pin 65 (Fig. 4). By pulling
the rod 66 the wall 64 of the path 22 is raised and
the coins become free. The rod 66 may, by the
intervention of a lever, not shown, be connected
to a button situated outside of the apparatus.
The most convenient arrangement is to connect
the movements of the rod 63 and the arm 66 to
a press button situated outside of the apparatus,
so that the bottom 61 of the coin path and one
side 64 of the coin sieve will open simultaneously.

It is obvious that many changes may be made
in the parts of the apparatus without deviating
from the scope of the invention, the above de-
scribed embodiment being shown simply by way
of example as a prefered embodiment which has
been found to operate well in practice.

Having now particularly described and ascer- 2

tained this our invention and in what manner the
same is to be performed, we hereby declare that
what we claim is:

1. An apparatus for stamping printing on let-
ters comprising a support for the letter, a die, a
reciprocable rod at one end carrying said die, an
armature carried by the other end of said rod, a
coil having an aperture therethrough, the arma-
ture fitting and sliding in said aperture to consti-
tute a solenoid, an electric circuit connected with
said coil, a switch in said circuit, said switch be-
ing normally open, a pin on said switch, a button
for operating said switch, a coin slot, a coin
passage connected with said slot, the button

moving the switch to a position wherein the pin -

thereon abuts the coin and whereby further
movement of the button causes the switch to
close to energise the solenoid.

2. An apparatus for stamp printing on letters,
a support for the letter, a die, a reciprocable rod
at its lower end carrying said die, an armature
carried by the upper end of said rod, a coil sur-
rounding said armature, said armature sliding in
said coil, an electric circuit cocnnected to said coil,
a switch in said circuit, said switch including
two parallel plate springs having oppcsing con-
tacts, a coin slot in front of the apparatus, a coin
passage connected with said siot, a push button
for operating the switch, a pin actuated by said
switch and abutting a coin in the coin passage
closing the switch to energise the solenoid and
means for retracting the die.

AKSEL R. KIVIALHO.
TOIVO P. KOLJONEN.
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DESPATCH FROM THE FRONTIER

During President Harrison’s administra-
tion, and possibly for some time before, the
postmaster at Ehrenberg, Arizona Territory,
was a man named Daniel. Vague complaints
of negligence were received at the postal
department, but they were given no atten-
tion. Even when Daniel quit sending in quar-
terly reports, it was assumed he had nothing
to report. When Harrison was succeeded by
Cleveland, a petition was sent from Ehren-
berg for the appointment of a democrat as
postmaster. The appointment was made and
the new postmaster’s commission was sent to
him. After some months the department re-
ceived inquiries about the appointment, and
were asked to reply to the application, so that
some action could be taken. The whole matter
of the Ehrenberg post office was looked up,
and when it was discovered that no report
had been received since Cleveland took of-
fice,and thata postmasterhad been appointed,
the matter was referred to Inspector George
H. Waterbury, whose headquarters were at
Denver.

Mr. Waterbury made a trip to Ehrenberg,
where he found that the post office consisted
of a candle box, filled with letters—some
incoming, some outgoing. Postmaster Daniel
said he “didn’t have time to fool with the

damned P.O.”—he was busy mining. some of
the letters had been in the candle box for four
years, there were registered letters, several
from the department to the postmaster, one
three years old from a worried mother to her
son who had come to Arizona for his health,
there were lovers’ letters both coming and
going, important businessletters, theappoint-
ment of the new postmaster, and a letter to
Daniel from Postmaster General Wanamaker
thanking Mr. Daniel for the efficient manner
in which he was operating the post office.

Inspector Waterbury found that Daniel
had actually discontinued the office months
before. Mail was delivered there, but never
distributed, and received but never for-
warded. There had been no cancellation of
stamps, and no sale of stamps. In fact, there
were no stamps in stock, and Mr. Daniel said
he didn’t know when he had run out—and
didn’t care. he said further, if the government
didn’tlike the way he ran the post office, they
could appoint someone else.

Inspector Waterbury stayed long enough
to get Mr. Daniel’s successor into office, and
the post office on its feet. It was like opening
a new office.

—The Arizona Republican,

December 19, 1899

Post Office Inspector Waterbury of this
division went down to Ehrenberg last Satur-
day from Needles in a small boat. He took
with him two officers from the secret service
and the probability is that the old postmaster
will be arrested and taken to Yuma.

The inspector took away all the parapher-
nalia of the office on a former visit to Ehren-
berg. He found 158 undelivered letters in the
office and personally delivered as many as he
could. Many letters addressed to outside
parties were found in the office besides sev-

eral sacks of paper mail that had never been
opened. Fifty-four official letters from Wash-
ington were found in the office u<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>